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"John Northrop" <jnorthrop@asfa.k12.al.us>

"Atwood, Denver G." <DGATWOOD@southernco.com>

Ada.Yu@compassbank.com, dgatwood@yahoo.com, sbatwood@yahoo.com, Camata@uab.edu, "Hungsin
Chin" <hchin@asfa.k12.al.us>, "Kristy Lundstrom" <klundstrom@asfa.k12.al.us>, "Ghosh, Deep"
<DGHOSH@southernco.com>, "Lenox, Barry Austin" <X2BALENO@southernco.com>

Thanks for letting me know of your concern. AP will continue to play a role at ASFA for some time, perhaps a long time.

I urge your confidence in our strategic planning process. This is the third time since 1997 that we have employed this guiding regimen to
take stock and deliberate the school’s best fit in a world that doesn’t stand still. Any changes recommended by the process and
approved by the Board of Trustees will take place over a five-year period.

We never change anything for change’s sake, but to ensure that the school remains viable, relevant and effective in a changing world.
Whatever it says about AP, our strategic plan will help ensure high-quality instruction and support, and the school credibility needed for
many students to access top-tier college and university futures.
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Subject: Comments Regarding Advanced Placement (AP) Courses

John,

It has come to my attention that one of the items on the agenda of the
Curriculum Action Team is the future of the Advanced Placement (AP)
classes.  I also understand that this is not a result of the current
economic downturn, but is part of a regular review of the curriculum to
ensure that ASFA continues to provide a "quality instructional program"
and a "more challenging educational experience for talented and gifted
students to develop to their full potential" (Code of Alabama 16.26B-1
and Administrative Code 356-X-6).

As a parent of a M/S student at ASFA, I would like to offer my thoughts
on this topic.

1)  The Advanced Placement Program(r) (AP(r)) is a challenging academic
program designed to provide motivated high school students with
college-level academic courses. Established in 1955 by the College
Board, the AP Program is a cooperative educational endeavor between
secondary schools and colleges and universities. High school students
who complete AP courses demonstrate their mastery of subject material by
earning qualifying grades on AP Examinations.  AP is considered a
standard for academic excellence in the United States, where nearly 60
percent of secondary schools participate in the program. AP courses with
qualifying exam grades are accepted for credit, advanced placement, or
both, by most American colleges and universities. In addition, AP
courses and exam grades are used in the admissions process in more than
500 universities outside the United States. (www.collegeboard.com)

 <<The AP Program and Student Outcomes RN-29.pdf>>  <<College Board IB
Versus AP.pdf>>

If the AP Program is not offered at ASFA, with what would we replace it?
Surely you cannot argue that it is cost-effective or in the best
interest of the students to create our own?  Or that it is
cost-effective to replace it with the IB or French Baccalaureate
Program?  Or that we should eliminate such programs entirely?

2)  Exceptional state funding should be provided to an exceptional
school which generates exceptional measurable results.  AP classes
directly contributed to this....

NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE NAMES ALABAMA SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS FOURTH BEST PUBLIC
SCHOOL IN AMERICA

One of the nation's largest weekly news magazines named the Alabama
School of Fine Arts in downtown Birmingham the fourth best public school
in the country in its June 2 2005 issue due on newsstands next week.

The ranking is based on the number of high school seniors who take the
Advanced Placement exam.  ASFA has a higher percentage of seniors who
take the AP exam each year compared to seniors at other public high
schools across the country.  The ranking was created by Newsweek's
contributing writer Jay Mathews as an indicator of which schools across
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the country offer the greatest challenge to students.

The ranking marks the second time ASFA has made Newsweek's Top 10 list
in three years.  Newsweek named the school #10 in March 2000.

John Northrop, ASFA's executive director, said he's pleased with the
results and said the ranking comes as a result of the school's
aggressive approach to education.

The Alabama School of Fine Arts is the state's only public fine arts and
math and science school that serves approximately 350 students in grades
7-12. It operates under a state charter with funding by the Alabama
Legislature and serves students throughout Alabama.  Students audition
to enter in one of six specialty programs: creative writing, dance,
math/science, music, theatre and visual arts.  The 51 seniors in the
Class of 2003 received 211 acceptances to colleges and universities and
were awarded more than $3.6 million in scholarships, grants and awards.

And this....

Board of Education Resolutions
Meeting/Adoption Date: Thursday, June 09, 2005
Resolution:

WHEREAS, Newsweek ranked the Alabama School of Fine Arts in Birmingham
as one of America's top public high schools on the magazine's List of
1,000 Best U.S. High Schools in the May 16 issue; and

WHEREAS, the Alabama School of Fine Arts has demonstrated its dedication
to rigorous academic standards for secondary education; and

WHEREAS, for the fourth time since 1998, Newsweek has published a list
of the most challenging public high schools in the United States
compiled by Jay Matthews, education reporter for the Washington Post:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Alabama State Board of
Education does hereby commend the faculty, students, and parents of the
Alabama School of Fine Arts; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Alabama State Board of Education does
hereby commend Dr. John Northrop, Executive Director, for this
accomplishment and for the commitment to high academic standards which
earned this prestigious national recognition.

DONE this 9th day of June 2005.        

I do not believe that this level of recognition can be achieved by
eliminating or replacing the AP courses in the ASFA curriculum with
something else.
Finally, the impact of AP course labels on student transcripts can
clearly be seen in the admissions and advanced placement requirements of
the following sampling of universities.
 <<Boston College Advanced Placement Policy.pdf>>  <<MIT Advanced
Placement Policy.pdf>>  <<Auburn Advanced Placement Policy.pdf>>

Let me be clear.  The desire of my family is that ASFA continue to offer
AP courses.  I welcome your comments and have included several
interested parties on copy for this email.

Denver G. Atwood, PE - Southern Nuclear - 205-992-7461
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